St Ives Uniting Church

7t August 2022
Pentecost 9

Welcome and lighting the Christ Candle
Hymn: 152 Joyful, joyful, we adore you
Prayers of adoration and confession.

Assurance of forgiveness
Hear Christ’'s word of grace, “Your sins are forgiven”

Thanks be to God

Bible readings:

Genesis 15:1-6 Jane Chorley
L After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision:

“Do not be afraid, Abram.

| am your shield,

your very great reward.”
2 But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since |
remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of
Damascus?” 2 And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a
servant in my household will be my heir.”
4Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your
heir, but a son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” ®> He
took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if
indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your
offspring be.”
® Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Robyn Egarr
! Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about

what we do not see. ? This is what the ancients were commended for.
3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God'’s
command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive
as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know
where he was going. ° By faith he made his home in the promised land
like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 1° For he was
looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and
builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing
age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him
faithful who had made the promise. > And so from this one man, and
he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in
the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did
not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed
them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and
strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are
looking for a country of their own. *° If they had been thinking of the
country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return.

18 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has
prepared a city for them.

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Sermon: Abraham, by faith
Hymn: 125 The God of Abraham praise
Offering and prayer

Notices Lawrence Peak



Prayers of the people Emily Jacobsson
Hymn: 511 Let us break bread together with the Lord (4 verses)

Holy Communion

The peace of the Lord be with you
And also with you

We pray together:

Lord,

We know that we are not worthy even to gather up the
crumbs under your table,

But we also know that it is your nature always to have
mercy,

And so we ask you, as we share in this sacrament, to feed
us with the body and blood of Jesus Christ, your Son, so
that we may for ever live in him and he in us.

Amen.

The Lord be with you
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

...And so we praise you with your people throughout the world
and across the years, joining with choirs of angels and the whole
of creation in the eternal hymn, singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



...With this bread and this cup we do as our Saviour commands:
we celebrate the redemption he has won for us.

Christ has died,

Christ is risen,

Christ will come again.

...Awaiting his coming in glory, we pray as our Saviour taught us:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

... The gifts of God for the people of God.
May we who share these gifts be found in Christ, and Christ
in us.

Hymn: 52 Let us sing to the God of Salvation

Benediction

Threefold Amen

Postlude Organist Jim Abraham



